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[bookmark: _Toc1020061837]1.   What´s new in Vorarlber´s ski areas

Early booking advantage: Faschina ski school 
From winter 2024/25, tickets for ski courses at the Faschina ski school in Grosses Walsertal will be available online. This offers advantages for early bookers. For example, those who book their ski course 60 or more days in advance pay around 15 percent less. If you book two days before the start of the ski course, the discount is still two percent.
www.faschina.skischool.shop/en

Basecamp, Warth Ski School 
The Warth ski school in the Bregenzerwald will open its newly built “Basecamp” at the start of the 2024/25 winter season. The three-storey building will house rooms for the ski school as well as rooms for staff and a bistro restaurant.
www.skischule-warth.com/en

[bookmark: _Toc878811534]New opening of Brand Alpin ski school, Brand 
The new Brand Alpin ski school in Brandnertal offers a variety of courses for all ages and skill levels.
In addition to group courses for toddlers from the age of three, children and adults in skiing and snowboarding, private lessons can also be booked. There are also trial courses every Sunday. Courses can be booked simply via the website or the contact form. The meeting points for the respective courses can also be found on the website.
www.skischulebrand.at


[bookmark: _Toc152165229][bookmark: _Toc196883924]2.    Investments in hotels and restaurants

[bookmark: _Toc742995612]NEW ACCOMMODATION & RESTAURANTS

[bookmark: _Toc853883616]Aparthotel Dorf 570, Lech Zürs am Arlberg
In December 2024, the centrally located, exclusive apartment house Dorf 570 will open in Lech am Arlberg. It takes its name from the address, which is Dorf 570. The building has seven apartments ranging in size from 40 m² to 74 m² and can accommodate up to five guests. There is also a 100 m² penthouse for up to seven guests. Each unit has at least one balcony and a kitchen. The building also has a wellness area with swimming pool, sauna, steam bath, cardio and fitness room as well as relaxation rooms with views of the surrounding mountains. Other facilities include a breakfast bistro and a lounge for games and movie nights.
www.dorf570.com

[bookmark: _Toc847465292]REDESIGNS/EXTENSIONS/MAJOR RENOVATIONS

[bookmark: _Toc713662042]Fine Hotel Hirschen, Schwarzenberg
The “Hirschen” on the listed village square of Schwarzenberg in the Bregenzerwald looks back on 270 years of history. Since May 2024, the fine hotel with a 3-toque restaurant and spa has been home to 


14 rooms and suites in the historic building and 12 apartment-style homes in the newly built neighboring “Wälderhaus”. The bathhouse with two saunas, relaxation rooms, massage rooms, a gym and a bathrobe bar is also new. In the garden there is a 15-meter long, ecologically heated pool. The “Tunraum” is ideal for meetings or work. The new meeting point for tastings is the renovated cellar, where fermentation products, wines and prosciutti are also stored.
www.hotel-hirschen-bregenzerwald.at/en

[bookmark: _Toc685229531]Restaurant and Boutiquehotel Adler, Schwarzenberg
The venerable “Adler” with its reddish wooden façade stands directly on the village square of Schwarzenberg in the Bregenzerwald. The Adler has been known far and wide as an inn for many years. Guests have also been able to stay overnight here since June 2024. There are six tastefully furnished rooms of different sizes to choose from. There are 30 m² double rooms, 28 m² historic rooms with parquet floors and coffered ceilings, 35 m² modern panorama rooms and 35 m² Adler suites with two rooms. The furnishings with wooden floors and furniture were made by craftsmen from the Bregenzerwald. Guests sleep on horsehair mattresses. The lighting is provided by lamps designed by Claudia Strolz from the Bregenzerwald.
www.adler-schwarzenberg.com

[bookmark: _Toc2106856219]Hotel Goldener Berg, Lech Zürs am Arlberg
The traditional Hotel Goldener Berg is located at an altitude of 1,700 meters in Oberlech. The hotel used the spring of 2024 to completely rebuild its wellness area. One of its special features is the infinity pool, which is open all year round and offers the best views of the mountains. The saunas now offer more space and a clear view of the outside. The same applies to the relaxation rooms. The Er-Lebens-Raum is the new venue for yoga seminars and other retreats. Also new are two 70 m² spa suites with their own sauna, large spa bath and a south-facing terrace.  
www.goldenerberg.at/en

[bookmark: _Toc1348123777]Arlberg Clubhaus
In the center of Lech am Arlberg, the building that until recently housed the tourist office is being given a new purpose. The “Arlberg Clubhaus”, a place to eat, drink, celebrate and shop, will open in December 2024. At its heart is the restaurant, which offers specialties from the Mediterranean cuisine in a relaxed atmosphere. Margo's Bar is the new meeting place in the evening. High-quality fashion and seasonal collections from exciting designers can be admired and purchased in the concept store. In addition, two vacation apartments will be built in 2025 for hotel guests looking for more privacy. 
www.arlbergclubhouse.com

[bookmark: _Toc894103225]Guesthouse Ursprung, Damüls
In Damüls in the Bregenzerwald, the former Gasthaus Glöcke reopened under new management and with the new name Gasthaus Ursprung in summer 2024. The restaurant and rooms were renovated beforehand. There is a choice of double rooms and family rooms, all with a balcony.
www.gasthaus-ursprung.at

Hotel Erlebach, Riezlern
The Hotel Erlebach in Riezlern in Kleinwalsertal reopened in August 2024 with a complete makeover. The centerpiece is now the 25GipfelSpa, a luxurious wellness area with a rooftop infinity pool. In the entrance area with reception, wood and stone as well as warm colors create an inviting atmosphere. The building ensemble has recently been clad with a wooden façade. The hotel has also invested in sustainability: With the connection to Bioenergie-Kleinwalsertal, which supplies the hotel with district heating, a photovoltaic system and the thermal insulation of the exterior façade, the hotel relies on environmentally friendly technologies.
www.erlebach.de/en

[bookmark: _Toc1977800845]Das Tschofen, Bludenz
In August 2024, Bianca and Harry Tomaselli-Wieshofer, who also run the “Löwen” in Bludenz, took over the guesthouse and boutique hotel “Das Tschofen” in Bludenz. The hotel in the carefully 
renovated, listed building has comfortable double rooms, studios and suites. The restaurant focuses on regional specialties and is open all day, from breakfast to lunch to a cosy dinner.
www.dastschofen.at

[bookmark: _Toc1301433764]Salt grotto at Gasthof Post, Dalaas
The largest artificial salt grotto in Europe is located in the newly renovated Gasthof Post and extends over 100 m² with 44 tons of Himalayan salt. The grotto can be visited by both hotel guests and day visitors. A visit lasts 45 minutes and can be accompanied by trained staff if required. The high salt concentration can help to alleviate various health complaints. The salt cave is open on Monday as well as from Thursday to Sunday from 10:30 am am to 6 pm. Advance booking by telephone or e-mail is required. The salt grotto can be booked for groups of 2 or more, and appointments outside regular opening hours are also possible for larger groups.
www.postdalaas.at
www.vorarlberg-alpenregion.at/en

[bookmark: _Toc1220238334]Hotel Fernblick in the Montafon, Bartholomäberg 
The Fernblick wellness hotel in the Montafon has had some new features since August 2024. The host family has modernized the 38 m² Silvretta and Verwall rooms. An open bathroom gives the rooms more space. In the Verwall rooms, the free-standing bathtub is the eye-catcher. Guests can enjoy a beautiful view of the mountains from the balconies. Muted earth and wood tones create a cozy atmosphere in the newly designed Horizont restaurant. The Genießerei buffet area now offers more space and has an open kitchen. In the redesigned Glanzstück bar, guests can round off the evening in comfortable lounge chairs.
www.fernblick-montafon.at/en

[bookmark: _Toc997659051]Hotel Vermala, St Gallenkirch
After several months of renovation, the family-run hiking hotel Vermala in St. Gallenkirch in Montafon will reopen in December 2024. The host family is modernizing the entrance area with lobby and reception. The restaurant will be larger and will have a covered garden terrace. The enlarged ski and ski boot room offers more space for sports equipment. The Weiblick spa with sky pool, relaxation room and textile sauna is a new addition. 
www.vermala.com/en

[bookmark: _Toc416340865]Aparthotel Hubertus, Mellau
The former Hotel Hubertus in Mellau in the Bregenzerwald will open as Aparthotel Hubertus in December 2024 following a renovation. It has 15 spacious apartments, stylishly furnished by Bregenzerwald craftsmen. They are between 28 m² and 97 m² in size. Depending on the living space, they can accommodate up to five guests. The house also has a panoramic sauna and a restaurant.
www.aparthotel-hubertus.at

[bookmark: _Toc1747773208]Guesthouse Bischof, Damüls
Freshly renovated, the Gästehaus Bischof in Damüls in the Bregenzerwald is starting the 2024/25 winter season. The house has been given a new wooden façade. The two vacation apartments with two and three bedrooms have also been modernized.  
www.gaestehaus-bischof.at


[bookmark: _Toc95175644]3.    New attractions & offers in Vorarlberg‘s holiday regions

[bookmark: _Toc408405245]ART & CULTURE

[bookmark: _Toc1961223198]Embroidery museum Lustenau
Vorarlberg was a center of embroidery for decades. One of the strongholds was and still is Lustenau. The S-MAK association (Embroidery - Museum, Archive, Communication) is working on the re-presentation of embroidery there and opened a showroom in October 2024. In a semi-permanent exhibition, S-MAK shows objects from its collection, for example embroidery machines. The theme of the permanent exhibition is “From idea to product”. The initiators want to create an exciting, critical
and constantly expanding new presentation of embroidery, shedding light on its past, present and future and linking it to Vorarlberg's industrial culture.
www.s-mak.at

[bookmark: _Toc703818790]Women´s museum Hittisau
How does human consumption influence the fashion industry, the environment and social justice? The new exhibition “STOFF/WECHSEL” at the Hittisau Women's Museum critically questions the mechanisms of fast fashion, makes the exploitation of women visible and sheds light on the ecological damage caused by overproduction. It invites visitors to think about consumption and sustainability and to make conscious decisions. On view from November 24, 2024 to October 31, 2025. 
www.frauenmuseum.at

[bookmark: _Toc1957081248]Baroque church of St. Gallus, Bregenz 
After a comprehensive interior renovation, the baroque church of St. Gallus in Bregenz has been shining in new splendor since October 20, 2024. Particular attention was paid to the restoration of the ornate ceiling paintings and baroque stucco work. Visitors can now experience the church on guided tours and at numerous concerts. 
www.pfarre-st-gallus.at

[bookmark: _Toc1350512067]Temporary exhibition Jewish Museum Hohenems 
From September 29, 2024 to August 24, 2025, the Jewish Museum Hohenems is presenting the special exhibition “Yalla. Arab-Jewish touches”. This exhibition sheds light on the centuries-old relationships between Arab and Jewish life, from pre-Islamic times to the Ottoman Empire and European colonial interests. It invites visitors to discover the many facets of this shared history. 
www.jm-hohenems.at/en

[bookmark: _Toc208938365]Special exhibition “Wilderness City” Inatura Dornbirn 
From November 21, 2024, inatura in Dornbirn will be presenting the special exhibition “WILDNESS CITY” until September 14, 2025. This exhibition invites visitors to discover the diversity of nature in urban spaces and shows how adaptable plants and animals are in our cities. It sheds light on the opportunities and challenges that urbanization poses for native flora and fauna and encourages people to think about the coexistence of humans and nature in the urban environment 
www.inatura.at

[bookmark: _Toc152165256]
[bookmark: _Toc429419196]DINING & PLEASURE

[bookmark: _Toc1779558071]Copain - French Bakery, Dornbirn 
Following the successful opening of the first branch in Hohenems, the second French bakery “copain” is now opening in Dornbirn. From November 26, 2024, French bakers Gilian Bittoun and Thomas Pedron will be welcoming guests to the Bar10zimmer boutique hotel. The bakery combines French baked goods such as baguettes, croissants and tarts with the existing bar and offers a café experience with champagne and café au lait. A total of 40 seats are available in the new “copain” for hotel guests and external visitors
www.vol.at
www.copain.at

[bookmark: _Toc806889387]Mehrerauer Klosterbier (monestary beer)
The Mehrerau Cistercian monastery in Bregenz, close to Lake Constance, can look back on a history of over 900 years. In addition to the rooms for the monks, the monastery houses a grammar school, a library worth seeing and an inn. The “Mehrerauer Klosterbier” has been available there, as well as in Vorarlberg grocery stores, since June 2024. It took around two years for the monks to develop their beer in cooperation with the Vorarlberg brewery Frastanzer. The ingredients come from the Lake Constance region, above all the Tettnang hops.  
www.mehrerau.at/news/mehrerauer-klosterbier 

[bookmark: _Toc1966781077]Lieblingscafé, Bludenz
Jasmin Grundner-Frick and Melanie Sindlgruber have taken over the former café on Postplatz in Bludenz. The experienced restaurateurs spoil their guests with breakfast options from 7.30 am. During the day there are salads, finger food and a lunch menu, of course always with vegetarian alternatives.  
www.instagram.com/lieblingscafe_bludenz

[bookmark: _Toc1773893710]Rio Café und Cocktailbar, Dornbirn
The Rio Café and cocktail bar will open at the end of 2024 on Dornbirn's market square, where a bakery once had its store. The rooms are designed to make the coexistence of old and new tangible. During the day, guests can enjoy Brazilian coffee, classic coffee specialties and snacks. In the evening, the Rio will be transformed into a cozy cocktail bar.  
www.vol.at

[bookmark: _Toc1102382110]Sarah kocht, Egg
In Egg in the Bregenzerwald, the new Posthaus is an eye-catcher. The “Sarah kocht” restaurant will open in the four-storey, wood-shingled building at the beginning of December. Host and chef Sarah Brückner offers urban-regional crossovers and promises to spoil her guests with cuisine that is as down-to-earth as it is creative. 
www.sarah-kocht.at

Day Bar Hohenems
On November 12, 2024, Vorarlberg restaurateur Hugo Bandeira will open his second restaurant called “Dia” in the Hohenems Rathauskeller. Following the successful opening of the August Bar in Dornbirn in 2023, Bandeira is now bringing a new concept with Portuguese flair and a cozy atmosphere to Hohenems. Guests can look forward to coffee specialties, creative cocktails and hearty and cold snacks in the daytime bar.
www.vn.at/vorarlberg

[bookmark: _Toc255603558]Dorfschenke in the Romantikhus-Beck, Brand 
In summer 2024, Christian Beck took over the Dorfschenke in the Romantikhus in Brand. Together with his son and daughter-in-law, he offers home-style cooking, a weekly changing menu with seasonal specialties and two vegan dishes. The highlight is the Beck family's famous curd cheese lasagne. Under the motto “Old flair, newly interpreted”, the Dorfschenke combines tradition and modernity. The restaurant is open daily from mid-December.
www.romantikhus-beck.at

[bookmark: _Toc1669246560]see&me, Fontanella
In summer 2024, Veronika and Leonie Heckmann will jointly take over the Seestüble on Lake Seewaldsee under the name See&me. The family business is open until the end of October and offers atmospheric themed evenings in winter. The menu includes tarte flambée and classic bistro dishes. The Seewaldsee can be reached on foot or with the Seezügle, which runs once an hour.
www.wiundme.at/

[bookmark: _Toc1443407590]Culinary city tours, Bregenz
Karin Fetz from Austria Guide is a state-certified tourist guide and offers culinary city tours through Bregenz. The individually designed gourmet tours are tailored to the wishes and budget of the participants. The tour takes a leisurely stroll through the city, rounded off with exciting stories and interesting facts about Bregenz. Along the way, specialties can be sampled in traditional and modern restaurants. The tour is limited to a maximum of 20 people. Dates can be arranged flexibly.
www.karinfetz.at/stadtfuehrungen/bregenz-kulinarisch


[bookmark: _Toc309012295]OUTDOOR & more

[bookmark: _Toc2075270786]Zertifizierter Winterwanderweg, Lech Zürs am Arlberg
Since the beginning of 2024, the three-kilometre-long Zugertal winter forest route near Lech Zürs am Arlberg has been one of the first certified winter hiking trails in Austria. The certification was carried out by the “Austrian Hiking Villages” association. The trails are characterized by the experience of nature, safe orientation, wide accessibility and regular maintenance. There are currently eight certified winter hiking trails in Austria. The pioneering work for these quality standards was carried out in the Bregenzerwald, where innovative concepts for winter hiking tourism were developed and implemented at an early stage.
www.wanderdoerfer.at/wintersonne

[bookmark: _Toc389881503]Upper Armatin High Trail, Bludenz
The historic Armatin High Trail in Bludenz has been revitalized. Originally created to protect Bludenz and Nüziders from torrential dangers, the path had become outdated and was carefully restored from 2020 to 2023. The 7.9-kilometre trail leads from the Muttersbergbahn mountain station through meadows, forests and wild ravines, accompanied by impressive views of the Walgau region. Along the way, signs with QR codes reveal interesting facts about the high trail and its history.
www.vorarlberg-alpenregion.at


[bookmark: _Toc1698162018]SUSTAINABILITY

[bookmark: _Toc1476681497]Festspielhaus Bregenz
The Festspielhaus Bregenz will be extensively modernized by spring 2025. The measures include structural, technical and energy-related improvements. The expanded photovoltaic system will cover around 30 percent of the basic electricity requirements. Thanks to appropriate technology, the building uses water from Lake Constance for heating and cooling. The new kitchen and a three-storey extension housing workshops for stage construction have already been completed.
www.bregenzerfestspiele.com/en

[bookmark: _Toc926328671]Ökoprofit-certificate in tourism
The Ökoprofit certificate is an international initiative. It recognizes companies and institutions for their environmental management. The basis for the certificate is an environmental report and ongoing training and further education. The certificate must be audited and renewed annually. Since February 2024, three destination management organizations have held the Ökoprofit certificate: the Alpine region (Alpenstadt Bludenz, Brandnertal, Klostertal, Biosphärenpark Brandnertal), Montafon and Bodensee-Vorarlberg Tourismus.  
The Pfänderbahn near Bregenz, the Karrenseilbahn near Dornbirn, the inatura adventure nature show in Dornbirn, the vorarlberg museum and the Kunsthaus Bregenz as well as the Kongresskultur Bregenz (Festspielhaus) are also among the Ökoprofit sponsors with a connection to tourism.


[bookmark: _Toc2056627300]Montafon as a role model
In the Montafon tourism region, the PIZ - Future Laboratory for Sustainable Tourism is actively working towards certification with the Austrian Ecolabel for the Montafon destination by the end of 2024. An action plan for sustainable development is currently being drawn up. The development process involves all relevant stakeholders and addresses environmental, social and economic challenges. The aim is to improve the quality of life of residents and guests and promote awareness of sustainability. Key measures include resource-conserving practices, CO₂ reduction through environmentally friendly transportation and the use of regional products. This also supports the local community. Long-term tourism planning that takes environmental and social aspects into account ensures economic sustainability. These measures are reviewed on an ongoing basis in order to achieve the targets for recertification in 2028.
www.montafon.at/de/Service/Nachhaltigkeit

Vorarlberg cable cars rely on “mountain love”
Under the title “Bergliebe”, the Vorarlberg cable cars have been strengthening their sustainability measures for three years and have jointly prepared a sustainability report for 2024/25. An accompanying folder provides information on the most important measures that the companies are taking in terms of ecological, economic and social sustainability. Most of the mountain railroads have now installed photovoltaic systems, use green electricity and energy-optimized snow machines. In terms of economic sustainability, the companies focus on regionality and cooperate closely with local producers and suppliers. There is also a tradition of close cooperation with agriculture. Employees are at the heart of measures for greater social sustainability. For example, the mountain railroads offer accommodation for their employees. There are flexible working time models, free season tickets, high-quality workwear, training opportunities and a range of other benefits.  
The Vorarlberg mountain railroads clearly focus on quality rather than quantity. In recent decades, they have reinvested an average of more than 30 percent of their turnover in quality improvements every year. Most of these investments relate to the construction of new lifts to replace existing ones.  
www.wko.at/vlbg/transport-verkehr/seilbahnen/bergliebe

Events & anniversaries 2025, with an outlook to 2030

[bookmark: _Toc1437950307]50. Schubertiade Hohenems
In 1976, cultural manager Gerd Nachbauer and baritone Hermann Prey founded the Schubertiade Hohenems. Since then, the Schubertiade, which now takes place in Hohenems and Schwarzenberg in the Bregenzerwald, has developed into the most important Schubert festival in the world. While Hermann Prey ended his festival duties a few years after it was founded, Gerd Nachbauer is still in charge of the Schubertiade today. This is all the more remarkable given that the Schubertiade is financed privately and without public funding. In 2025, the Schubertiade will take place in Hohenems for the 50th time.
www.schubertiade.at/en

[bookmark: _Toc440528427]20 years Crystal Ground Snowpark 
For 20 years, the Crystal Ground Snowpark at the foot of the Kanzelwand in Kleinwalsertal has been a meeting place for all those who love making jumps and mastering obstacles on skis or boards. From March 7 to 16, 2025, the snowpark will be celebrating its 20th anniversary. To mark the occasion, a bag jump will be set up in addition to the other attractions. In addition to sessions on the new bag jump, there will be floodlight sessions and BBQ parties.
www.kleinwalsertal.com/en/Activities/Winter

[bookmark: _Toc1755244516]100 years of Feldkirch 
The 100th anniversary of the town of Feldkirch celebrates the historic unification of the districts of Tisis, Tosters, Altenstadt, Levis, Nofels and Gisingen. Under the motto “Feldkirch one hundred. Growing together”, the extensive annual program offers insights into the past, present and future of the city. Highlights include the New Year's reception on January 6, the medieval Montfort spectacle from May 16-18 and an art exhibition in Palais Liechtenstein from the end of February 2025 to January 2026, complemented by numerous events for all age groups. 
www.feldkirch.at



[bookmark: _Toc195431481]4.    Other news







[bookmark: _Toc152165269][bookmark: _Toc12651217]ARRIVAL

[bookmark: _Toc1503652804]The WESTBahn 
From 15.12.2024, the WESTbahn will connect Vorarlberg with Vienna twice a day. In addition, one of the two WESTbahn trains will be extended to Lindau on Lake Constance. 
The stations on the way to Bregenz are: Telfs-Pfaffenhofen, Imst-Pitztal (only in the direction of Vienna), Landeck-Zams, St. Anton am Arlberg, Langen, Bludenz, Nenzing, Frastanz, Feldkirch, Rankweil, Götzis, Altach, Hohenems, Dornbirn, Bregenz. 
[bookmark: _Toc653476964]www.westbahn.at/news



[bookmark: _Toc393296423]5.    Further information, texts and photo material
 
Further information, texts and photo material at www.vorarlberg.travel/presse-portal
General information on Vorarlberg as a holiday destination www.vorarlberg.travel
 
 
[bookmark: _Toc1913224720]6.    Experience Vorarlberg in real-time
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